
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 20 August 2019] 

 p5746d-5747a 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas; Hon Stephen Dawson 

 [1] 

FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — SOIL CONTAMINATION 
881. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to PFAS-contaminated soil excavated from the Forrestfield–Airport Link project and re-used on the 
Kenwick rail freight facility project and the NorthLink project. 

(1) Did the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation or the Environmental Protection Authority 
assess the potential environmental and health impacts of the re-use of the contaminated soils? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) What advice did DWER or the EPA give the Public Transport Authority regarding the re-use of the 
contaminated soil? 

(4) Will the minister please provide or table that advice? 

(5) Did DWER or the EPA approve in any way the re-use of the PFAS-contaminated soils 180 metres from 
Woodlupine Brook? 

(6) At what concentration of PFAS in soil does the minister or DWER or the EPA deem such material unfit 
for use as fill and should only be disposed of to a licensed landfill authorised to take special waste type 3 
under an Environmental Protection Act licence? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) No. 

(2) The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation’s “Factsheet: Assessing whether material is 
waste” provides guidance to persons in possession of material on determining whether it is waste. Re-use 
of material that is not waste does not require approval from DWER under current Western Australian 
environmental legislation. During the Environmental Protection Authority’s assessment of the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link proposal, the EPA provided other advice to the then Minister for Environment 
about the beneficial re-use of material excavated during construction. At the time of the assessment, the 
Public Transport Authority was still finalising a number of studies and investigations with respect to the 
likely quantity and quality of materials to be generated from the tunnelling. While the studies were being 
finalised, the EPA advised the then Minister for Environment that it supported the continuation of this 
further work by the Public Transport Authority, including the further engagement with other 
infrastructure proponents in order to maximise the re-use of the material generated by the proposal and 
minimise waste. 

(3)–(4) Not applicable. 

(5) No. 

(6) The “PFAS National Environmental Management Plan”, endorsed by all of Australia’s environment 
ministers, set out considerations for re-use of PFAS-containing materials, and indicates that the re-use of 
PFAS-contaminated material above the Stockholm Convention low content limit of 50 milligrams per 
kilogram will not be considered. 
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